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1 |To Hssve Ksonrd! PIcsn 

| -| By F. E. SHEPHERD 

Staff Representative 

NEW ORLEANS — A young Baton Rougearr today 
testified in district court here that Lee Hamy 
Clay Shaw, and the late David Ferrie plotted in his 
presence in September, 1963. to assassinate President 

J °Perrv R^Ru^c, 23, 311 E. State St., testified In a 
hearing to determine whether Shaw, f° rn ?| r 
the International Trade Mart here, should be held 1 r 
trial in a conspiracy to murder the late «u-ef— ent when 

•: he visited Dallas, Tex., on Nov. 22, 1963. ( 

t under careful question-; person the Warren Commission, 

I me bv Orleans Dist. A’.ty. Jim b-sterrfs ‘’assassinaUd Prcs'.dent, 
> J*, il ~ 6 L' nnnnrlv ClaV Sh3W IS, 
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Garrison, at one poi 
asked to walk to the 
lenew as Clem Bertr 
place hii "hand 
He walHed 



... over TJ- 

unhesitatingly to 

Gay Sha v and raised his hand 
‘ head, saying 




Kenncdv, and Clay Shaw *s ( 
those who were alone with him 
at the Ferrie home 
Russo, who told part of his; 
story to the Stale-Times on ->b.j 
24, 1W7, then was pc-m'tte*l hyi 
the court to give detail* as to j 
the assassination con^pi^acy, 
in Fer-ie s 



above S flaw’s 

‘This is the man. , „ .. „ # 

Russo said he and Ferrie cus-» 'discussed that nigh 
tomarily visited each other’s -apartment, 
homes in New Orleans late at’ r U 5s0 M id Ferrie paced hac»c 
eight. He said he visited Fer-: ? an( j forth, after explaining to 
rie’s apartment on one occasion; i thd other three who Russo was. 
in September, 1%3 and found a I r US s^*$ testimony here today 
party in progress, with approxi-: (goes considerably beyond the 
mately eight to 10 people pr*;*; events related in the intemew 



said after most of the 



sent. 

He — - -- , 

guests left he found himself al-| 
one with Ferrie, a former East-' 
ern Air Lines pilot and former. 
Civil Air Patrol Squadron com-! 
mander here, a person he knew; 
as “Leon" Oswald, and a third; 
person he knew aa Clem Ber- 
trand. 

j ‘Tiiir.-ssrning Russo identified, 
’pictures of the late Dcvsd -Eer-j 



with the Baton Rouge State 
Times several weeks ago 
He said Ferrie did most or 
his talking to Bertrand and Os- 
wald. He said that Feme point-, 
ed out the assassination attempt 
would have to involve three 

^Russo said Ferrie loved tc 
use the words "trianRulation ol 
fire,” and used this term repea 



_ j|(!ndlea;. uom. of 

i Russo said' tiie tnree agreco . n . w ,pop*r, city and 
'that one >f them would have to 
be a "scapegoat." 

At this point Garrison inter- 
rupted Russo and isiced him 
••what do you mean by the 
word, ’scapegoat’?” 

Russo replied, 4 He meant, 

.apparently, that one man had to. State 

^be sacrificed.” I " - 

Later in his testimony, Russo, 

'explained that Ferrie discussed, 

ithat one person vould have to; 

luse diversionary tactics to per-— 

.#• ,4 f 

mit the other two to fire their 

guns. _ 

Russo said Khe three alleged -- 
conspirators did not mention 
any specific type of gun while 
in his presence. 

Russo said the trio did talk at 
length about “exits.” When 
asked by Garrison to explain 
what ho ’meant by “exits” Ru 
so said the three men apparent-^” 

1 y were discussing escape ! 
routes. j 

The Baton Rouge man said, 

;Ferrie suggested two escape 
i r o u t c s . after re-emphasizing. 

! that one of the three would have:- dltlon, 

•to use delaying tactics in order. Kuthor: 

Ito permit the other two to «s-!-. dltor: 

!«£*• . . Ifc , . £ m .. ASSASSIKATICh 

• Russo said the plan was for ' rf)V7T 7 

Ferrie to pilot a plane into Mex- JL m 

ico where it would be refueled: KEliltZLT 21/22/ OJ 
and flown to Brazil, or the es- 
capees would go directly to! chansc #M 
tCuha. 1 of 

j However, the direct flight to classification: 

‘Cuba was abandoned as a plan ^ ^ ottMi 

because the plotters feared the ° ,,le *- 

Cuban anti-aircraft would shoot 
them down before finding out ( 
who they were. 

Russo said the man he now 
identifies as Shaw pointed out 
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that by the time they arrived by 
plane in Mexico word would 



tfrCjT. 



zt&tssm Pgr* »» 

1 . 



j 'sassination of the President and! 
l 1 Mexican officisU^would not per- 
j j mit them to land. 
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, Russosald Shaw’s alternate! 
^ftm~was that he and Ferrie “be, 
in the public eye w cr-U‘»c"day of j 
the assassination so as to not 
cast suspicion on themselves. I 
He said they went so far as to| 
try and arrange for one of them' 
to* try' to make a speech at, 
Southeastern State College in- 
I Hammond on the day of the as-, 
sassination. i 

He said Shaw said he might 
go on a business trip for his 
Company to the west coast on! 
that day. 1 

Testimony by Russo showed: 
he was a student at Tulane and, 
Loyola between 1960 and 1964 
and became very friendly with 
Ferrie during that time. Russo 
is a native of New Orleans, and 
a graduate of McDonough High 
School. I 

Earlier Garrison had placed ; 
two New Orleans police officers* 
and a private photographer on! 
the witness stand to apparently 
lay the groundwork for a move 
to prove that Shaw, who was ar-, 
rested last week, and Ferrie; 
met in Feme’s apartment at! 
3330 Louisiana Ave. Pkway. in, 

. the fall of 1963 to enter into an 
. assassination conspiracy. 

The hearing at which Russo 
testified today was one re- 
quested by the district attorney 
’himself, in order to gain a court 
order to hold Shaw for trial on 
the assassinafccn - eeaspiracy 
charge. * 



\ 

i 





